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READ to END RACISM:  Book List Addendum 

MIDDLE GRADE BOOKS 

ACTION/HORROR 

Skeleton Man by Joseph Bruchac 
Ever since the morning Molly woke up to find that her parents had vanished, her life has become filled with 
terrible questions. Where have her parents gone? Who is this spooky old man who's taken her to live with him, 
claiming to be her great-uncle? Why does he never eat, and why does he lock her in her room at night? What 
are her dreams of the Skeleton Man trying to tell her? There's one thing Molly does know. She needs to find 
some answers before it's too late. 
 
Ash Mistry and the Savage Fortress by Sarwat Chadda 
Breathtaking action adventure for 8 to 12-year-olds. Ash Mistry, reluctant hero, faces ancient demons… and 
comes into an astonishing, magical inheritance. 
Varanasi: holy city of the Ganges. 
In this land of ancient temples, incense and snake charmers… 
Where the monsters and heroes of the past come to life… 
One slightly geeky boy from our time… 
IS GOING TO KICK SOME DEMON ASS. 
Ash Mistry hates India. Which is a problem since his uncle has brought him and his annoying younger sister 
Lucky there to take up a dream job with the mysterious Lord Savage. But Ash immediately suspects something is 
very wrong with the eccentric millionaire. Soon, Ash finds himself in a desperate battle to stop Savage's 
masterplan – the opening of the Iron Gates that have kept Ravana, the demon king, at bay for four millennia… 
 
The Monster in the Mudball by S.P. Gates 
A monster is loose in England! 
And it’s kind of Jin’s fault that Zilombo got loose. 
Jin tracks the monster, but he can’t figure out how to get her back into the artifact from which she hatched. 
Then Jin meets Chief Inspector of Ancient Artifacts A. J. Zauyamakanda—Mizz Z, for short—who has arrived to 
inspect the artifact. She and Jin team up to find Zilombo. 
Joining them is Frankie, Jin’s older sister, who has lost their baby brother—and Zilombo is the most likely culprit 
for his disappearance. Zilombo gains new, frightening powers every time she hatches. Now the monster is 
cleverer than ever before . . . and she likes to eat babies! 
Will Jin’s baby brother be next on Zilombo’s menu? As the monster’s powers continue to grow, Jin, Frankie, and 
Mizz Z must find a way to outsmart Zilombo! 
 
How I Became a Ghost by Tim Tingle 
Told in the words of Isaac, a Choctaw boy who does not survive the Trail of Tears, HOW I BECAME A GHOST is a 
tale of innocence and resilience in the face of tragedy. From the book's opening line, "Maybe you have never 
read a book written by a ghost before," the reader is put on notice that this is no normal book. Isaac leads a 
remarkable foursome of Choctaw comrades: a tough-minded teenage girl, a shape-shifting panther boy, a 
lovable five-year-old ghost who only wants her mom and dad to be happy, and Isaac s talking dog, Jumper. The 
first in a trilogy, HOW I BECAME A GHOST thinly disguises an important and oft-overlooked piece of history. 
 
 
ADVENTURE & TRAVELS 
Starry River of the Sky by Grace Lin 
The moon is missing from the remote Village of Clear Sky, but only a young boy named Rendi seems to notice! 
Rendi has run away from home and is now working as a chore boy at the village inn. He can't help but notice the 
village's peculiar inhabitants and their problems-where has the innkeeper's son gone? Why are Master Chao and 
Widow Yan always arguing? What is the crying sound Rendi keeps hearing? And how can crazy, old Mr. Shan not 
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know if his pet is a toad or a rabbit? 
But one day, a mysterious lady arrives at the Inn with the gift of storytelling, and slowly transforms the villagers 
and Rendi himself. As she tells more stories and the days pass in the Village of Clear Sky, Rendi begins to realize 
that perhaps it is his own story that holds the answers to all those questions. 
 
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 
The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about 
two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that 
is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of 
the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families and 
for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer 
lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and 
moving way. 
 
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia 
In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to spend a month with the mother 
they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they 
discover that their mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants 
them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp. 
In a humorous and breakout book by Williams-Garcia, the Penderwicks meet the Black Panthers. 
 
DYSTOPIAN/SCIENCE FICTION 
Boy at the End of the World by Greg Eekhout 
Fisher is the last boy on earth-and things are not looking good for the human race. Only Fisher made it out alive 
after the carefully crafted survival bunker where Fisher and dozens of other humans had been sleeping was 
destroyed. 
Luckily, Fisher is not totally alone. He meets a broken robot he names Click, whose programmed purpose-to help 
Fisher "continue existing"-makes it act an awful lot like an overprotective parent. Together, Fisher and Click 
uncover evidence that there may be a second survival bunker far to the west. In prose that skips from hilarious 
to touching and back in a heartbeat, Greg van Eekhout brings us a thrilling story of survival that becomes a 
journey to a new hope-if Fisher can continue existing long enough to get there. 
 
Geeks, Girls and Secret Identities by Mike Jung 
Vincent Wu is Captain Stupendous's No. 1 Fan, but even he has to admit that Captain Stupendous has been a 
little off lately. During Professor Mayhem's latest attack, Captain Stupendous barely made it out alive - although 
he did manage to save Vincent from a giant monster robot. It's Vincent's dream come true... until he finds out 
Captain Stupendous's secret identity: It's Polly Winnicott-Lee, the girl Vincent happens to have a crush on. 
Captain Stupendous's powers were recently transferred to Polly in a fluke accident, and so while she has all of 
his super strength and super speed, she doesn't know how to use them, and she definitely doesn't know all the 
strengths and weaknesses of his many nemeses. But Vincent and his friends are just the right fan club to train up 
their favorite superhero before he (she?) has to face Professor Mayhem again. And if they make it through this 
battle for the safety of Copperplate City, Vincent might just get up the courage to ask Polly on a date. 
 
Chronal Engine by Greg Leitich Smith 
When Max, Kyle, and Emma are sent to live with their reclusive grandfather, they think he’s crazy, especially 
when he tells them about his time machine. But after Emma is kidnapped at the exact time that her grandfather 
predicted, Max and Kyle are forced to believe his eccentric stories—even the one about the Chronal Engine in 
the basement. 
Now, to save Emma, Max, Kyle, and their new friend Petra must pile into a VW Bug, and use the Chronal Engine 
to take the road trip of a lifetime—right back to the Cretaceous period. With dangers all around, the teens find 
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themselves dodging car-crushing herbivores in addition to the terrifying T. rex. In this ancient environment, can 
three contemporary teens hunt down a kidnapper, forage for food, and survive long enough to return home? 
 
FANTASY 
Akata Witch by Nnedi Okorafor 
Twelve-year-old Sunny lives in Nigeria, but she was born American. Her features are African, but she’s albino. 
She’s a terrific athlete, but can’t go out into the sun to play soccer. There seems to be no place where she fits. 
And then she discovers something amazing—she is a “free agent,” with latent magical power. Soon she’s part of 
a quartet of magic students, studying the visible and invisible, learning to change reality. But will it be enough to 
help them when they are asked to catch a career criminal who knows magic too? 
 
Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Twelve-year-old Lanesha lives in a tight-knit community in New Orleans' Ninth Ward. She doesn't have a fancy 
house like her uptown family or lots of friends like the other kids on her street. But what she does have is Mama 
Ya-Ya, her fiercely loving caretaker, wise in the ways of the world and able to predict the future. So when Mama 
Ya-Ya's visions show a powerful hurricane--Katrina--fast approaching, it's up to Lanesha to call upon the hope 
and strength Mama Ya-Ya has given her to help them both survive the storm. 
 
The Menagerie by Tui Sutherland 
Logan Wilde is accidentally drawn into the mysterious, dangerous world of the Menagerie when he discovers a 
griffin hiding under his bed . . . and it leads him straight to the weirdest girl in seventh grade, Zoe Kahn. 
 
Zoe is panicking. Her family has been guarding the Menagerie for centuries. If they don't get the cubs back fast, 
the whole place will be shut down. To save the griffins' lives, she's willing to break all the rules, even if it means 
letting an outsider like Logan help. But the real mystery remains: Is someone trying to sabotage the Menagerie?  
Who let the griffins out...and why?  
 
Breadcrumbs by Anne Ursu 
Once upon a time, Hazel and Jack were best friends. They had been best friends since they were six, spending 
hot Minneapolis summers and cold Minneapolis winters together, dreaming of Hogwarts and Oz, superheroes 
and baseball. Now that they were eleven, it was weird for a boy and a girl to be best friends. But they couldn't 
help it - Hazel and Jack fit, in that way you only read about in books. And they didn't fit anywhere else.  
 
And then, one day, it was over. Jack just stopped talking to Hazel. And while her mom tried to tell her that this 
sometimes happens to boys and girls at this age, Hazel had read enough stories to know that it's never that 
simple. And it turns out, she was right. Jack's heart had been frozen, and he was taken into the woods by a 
woman dressed in white to live in a palace made of ice. Now, it's up to Hazel to venture into the woods after 
him. Hazel finds, however, that these woods are nothing like what she's read about, and the Jack that Hazel 
went in to save isn't the same Jack that will emerge. Or even the same Hazel. 
 
FUNNY 
Better Nate Than Ever by Tim Federle 
Nate Foster has big dreams. His whole life, he’s wanted to star in a Broadway show. (Heck, he'd settle for 
*seeing* a Broadway show.) But how is Nate supposed to make his dreams come true when he’s stuck in 
Jankburg, Pennsylvania, where no one (except his best pal Libby) appreciates a good show tune? With Libby’s 
help, Nate plans a daring overnight escape to New York. There's an open casting call for E.T.: The Musical, and 
Nate knows this could be the difference between small-town blues and big-time stardom. 
 
My Basmati Bat Mitzvah by Paula J. Freedman 
During the fall leading up to her bat mitzvah, Tara (Hindi for "star") Feinstein has a lot more than her Torah 
portion on her mind. Between Hebrew school and study sessions with the rabbi, there doesn’t seem to be 
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enough time to hang out with her best friend Ben-o--who might also be her boyfriend--and her other best 
friend, Rebecca, who’s getting a little too cozy with that snotty Sheila Rosenberg. Not to mention working on her 
robotics project with the class clown Ryan Berger, or figuring out what to do with a priceless heirloom sari that 
she accidentally ruined. Amid all this drama, Tara considers how to balance her Indian and Jewish identities and 
what it means to have a bat mitzvah while questioning her faith. 
 
The Great Greene Heist by Varian Johnson 
Jackson Greene has reformed. No, really he has. He became famous for the Shakedown at Shimmering Hills, and 
everyone still talks about the Blitz at the Fitz.... But after the disaster of the Mid-Day PDA, he swore off scheming 
and conning for good. 
Then Keith Sinclair -- loser of the Blitz -- announces he's running for school president, against Jackson's former 
best friend Gaby de la Cruz. Gaby hasn't talked to Jackson since the PDA, and he knows she won't welcome his 
involvement. But he also knows Keith has "connections" to the principal, which could win him the election 
whatever the vote count.  
So Jackson assembles a crack team to ensure the election is done right: Hashemi Larijani, tech genius. Victor 
Cho, bankroll. Megan Feldman, science goddess and cheerleader. Charlie de la Cruz, point man. Together they 
devise a plan that will bring Keith down once and for all. Yet as Jackson draws closer to Gaby again, he realizes 
the election isn't the only thing he wants to win. 
 
GRAPHIC NOVEL 
El Deafo by Cece Bell 
Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while 
wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers In this funny, poignant graphic 
novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent 
experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful--and very awkward--hearing aid. The Phonic Ear gives Cece the 
ability to hear--sometimes things she shouldn't--but also isolates her from her classmates. She really just wants 
to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to 
harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become "El Deafo, Listener for All." And more importantly, declare a 
place for herself in the world and find the friend she's longed for. 
 
Hereville:  How Mirka Got Her Sword by Barry Deutsch 
Welcome to Hereville, home of the first-ever wisecracking, adventure-loving, sword-wielding Orthodox Jewish 
heroine. A delightful mix of fantasy, adventure, cultural traditions, and preteen commotion, this fun, quirky 
graphic novel series will captivate middle-school readers with its exciting visuals and entertaining new heroine. 
Spunky, strong-willed eleven-year-old Mirka Herschberg isn’t interested in knitting lessons from her stepmother, 
or how-to-find-a-husband advice from her sister, or you-better-not warnings from her brother. There’s only one 
thing she does want: to fight dragons! 
Granted, no dragons have been breathing fire around Hereville, the Orthodox Jewish community where Mirka 
lives, but that doesn’t stop the plucky girl from honing her skills. She fearlessly stands up to local bullies. She 
battles a very large, very menacing pig. And she boldly accepts a challenge from a mysterious witch, a challenge 
that could bring Mirka her heart’s desire: a dragon-slaying sword! All she has to do is find—and outwit—the 
giant troll who’s got it! 
 
Little White Duck by Na Liu 
The world is changing for two girls in China in the 1970s. Da Qin—Big Piano—and her younger sister, Xiao Qin—
Little Piano—live in the city of Wuhan with their parents. For decades, China's government had kept the country 
separated from the rest of the world. When their country's leader, Chairman Mao, dies, new opportunities begin 
to emerge. Da Qin and Xiao Qin soon learn that their childhood will be much different than the upbringing their 
parents experienced.  
Eight short stories—based on the author's own life—give readers a unique look at what it was like to grow up in 
China during this important time in history. 
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REALISTIC FICTION 
Confetti Girl by Diana Lopez 
Apolonia "Lina" Flores is a sock enthusiast, a volleyball player, a science lover, and a girl who's just looking for 
answers. Even though her house is crammed full of books (her dad's a bibliophile), she's having trouble figuring 
out some very big questions, like why her dad seems to care about books more than her, why her best friend's 
divorced mom is obsessed with making cascarones (hollowed eggshells filled with colorful confetti), and, most of 
all, why her mom died last year. Like colors in cascarones, Lina's life is a rainbow of people, interests, and 
unexpected changes. 
In her first novel for young readers, Diana López creates a clever and honest story about a young Latina girl 
navigating growing pains in her South Texan city. 
 
Rain Is Not My Indian Name by Cynthia Leitech Smith 
The next day was my fourteenth birthday, and I'd never kissed a boy -- domestic style or French. Right then, I 
decided to get myself a teen life. 
Cassidy Rain Berghoff didn't know that the very night she decided to get a life would be the night that Galen 
would lose his. 
It's been six months since her best friend died, and up until now Rain has succeeded in shutting herself off from 
the world. But when controversy arises around her aunt Georgia's Indian Camp in their mostly white 
midwestern community, Rain decides to face the outside world again -- at least through the lens of her canera. 
Hired by her town newspaper to photograph the campers, Rain soon finds that she has to decide how involved 
She wants to become in Indian Camp. Does she want to keep a professional distance from the intertribal 
community she belongs to? And just how willing is she to connect with the campers after her great loss? 
In a voice that resonates with insight and humor, Cynthia Leitich Smith tells of heartbreak, recovery, and 
reclaiming one's place in the world. 
 
The Trouble with Half a Moon by Danette Vigilante 
Ever since her brother's death, Dellie's life has been quiet and sad. Her mother cries all the time and Dellie lives 
with the horrible guilt that the accident that killed her brother may have been all her fault. 
But Dellie's world begins to change when new neighbors move into her housing project building. Suddenly men 
are fighting on the stoop and gunfire is sounding off in the night. In the middle of all that trouble is Corey, an 
abused five-year-old boy, who's often left home alone and hungry. Dellie strikes up a dangerous friendship with 
this little boy who reminds her so much of her brother. She wonders if she can do for Corey what she couldn't 
do for her brother-save him. 
Starkly and affectingly written, The Trouble with Half a Moon is a sparkling and memorable debut. 
 
SPORTS 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz 
tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are 
awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his 
family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood.  Josh and Jordan 
must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, 
as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 
 
Kick by Walter Dean Myers & Ross Workman 
Kevin Johnson is thirteen years old. And heading for juvie. He's a good kid, a great friend, and a star striker for 
his Highland, New Jersey, soccer team. His team is competing for the State Cup, and he wants to prove he has 
more than just star-player potential. Kevin's never been in any serious trouble . . . until the night he ends up in 
jail. Enter Sergeant Brown, a cop assigned to be Kevin's mentor. If Kevin and Brown can learn to trust each 
other, they might be able to turn things around before it's too late. 
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OR TRY ONE OF THESE, RECOMMENDED BY WE NEED DIVERSE BOOKS TEAM 
Hold Fast by Blue Balliett 
Where is Early's father? He's not the kind of father who would disappear. But he's gone . . . and he's left a whole 
lot of trouble behind. 
As danger closes in, Early, her mom, and her brother have to flee their apartment. With nowhere else to go, they 
are forced to move into a city shelter. Once there, Early starts asking questions and looking for answers. Because 
her father hasn't disappeared without a trace. There are patterns and rhythms to what's happened, and Early 
might be the only one who can use them to track him down and make her way out of a very tough place. 
 
The Problem with Being Slightly Heroic by Uma Krishnaswami 
Dini and Maddie, very best friends, are back in the same country at the same time! Better still, Dolly Singh, the 
starriest star in all of Bollywood, is in America too. Dini’s only just returned from India, and already life is shaping 
up to be as delicious as a rose petal milk shake. Perfect. Then why can’t she untie the knot in her stomach? 
Because so much can go wrong when a big star like Dolly is in town. All Dini has to do is make sure Dolly has 
everything she needs, from a rose petal milk shake to her lost passport to a parade? And an elephant? 
Uh-oh.  It’s time to think. What Would Dolly Do? If Dini can’t figure it out, Dolly might take matters into her own 
hands and that will surely lead to the biggest mess of all! 
 
8th Grade Super Zero by Olugbemisola Rhuday Perkovich 
In this terrific debut, a Brooklyn middle-schooler finds the superhero within himself thanks to old friends, new 
dreams, and a pair of magical "Dora the Explorer" sneakers. 
Ever since a deeply unfortunate incident earlier this year, Reggie's been known as "Pukey" McKnight at his high-
intensity Brooklyn middle school. He wants to turn his image around, but he has other things on his mind as 
well:  his father, who's out of a job; his best friends, Ruthie and Joe C.; his former best friend Donovan, who's 
now become a jerk; and of course, the beautiful Mialonie. The elections for school president are coming up, but 
with his notorious nickname and "nothing" social status, Reggie wouldn't stand a chance, if he even had the 
courage to run. 
Then Reggie gets involved with a local homeless shelter, the Olive Branch. Haunted by two of the clients there--
George, a once-proud man now living on the streets, and Charlie, a six-year-old kid who becomes his official 
"Little Buddy"--he begins to think about making a difference, both in the world and at school. Pukey for 
President? It can happen . . . if he starts believing. 
 
The Great Wall of Lucy Wu by Wendy Wan-Long Shang 
In this humorous and heartfelt debut about a split cultural identity, nothing goes according to plan for sixth-
grader Lucy Wu. 
Lucy Wu, aspiring basketball star and interior designer, is on the verge of having the best year of her life. She's 
ready to rule the school as a sixth grader and take over the bedroom she has always shared with her sister. In an 
instant, though, her plans are shattered when she finds out that Yi Po, her beloved grandmother's sister, is 
coming to visit for several months -- and is staying in Lucy's room. Lucy's vision of a perfect year begins to 
crumble, and in its place come an unwelcome roommate, foiled birthday plans, and Chinese school with the 
awful Talent Chang. 
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PICTURE BOOKS 
ADVENTURE 
Don’t Spill the Milk by Stephen Davies 
Up the downy dunes, across the dark, wide river and up and down the steep, steep mountain, Penda lovingly 
carries a bowl of milk to her father in the grasslands. 
But will she manage to get it there without spilling a single drop? 
Authentic setting drawn from the author's own experience, this is a wonderfully fun introduction for small 
children to a completely different culture. 
 
Tiger in My Soup by Kashmira Sheth 
When a boy is left in the care of his older sister, he begs her to read him his favorite book, but she is too 
absorbed in her own reading to pay him any attention. She won't be distracted, even when the boy finds a 
ravenous tiger hiding in his soup! His sister misses all the action; only after the steamy beast is slain does she 
return to the table with her brother and finally agree to read to him. But is the tiger really gone? 
 
Crossing Bok Chitto by Tim Tingle 
Martha Tom, a young Choctaw girl, knows better than to cross Bok Chitto, but one day—in search of 
blackberries—she disobeys her mother and finds herself on the other side. A tall slave discovers Martha Tom. A 
friendship begins between Martha Tom and the slave’s family, most particularly his young son, Little Mo. Soon 
afterwards, Little Mo’s mother finds out that she is going to be sold. The situation seems hopeless, except that 
Martha Tom teaches Little Mo’s family how to walk on water to their freedom. 
 
Seven Chinese Sisters by Kathy Tucker 
Once there were seven Chinese sisters who lived together and took care of each other. Each one had a special 
talent. When baby Seventh Sister is snatched by a hungry dragon, her loving sisters race to save her. 
 
BEDTIME 
Hush! A Thai Lullaby by Minfong Ho 
Lilting verse and bold, whimsical pictures tell the story of one mother's efforts to quiet the animals - from the 
smallest mosquito to the great big elephant - as their sounds threaten to wake her baby. But is Baby asleep? 
Let's see who is asleep - and who isn't! 
 
Little Night by Yuyi Morales 
As the long day comes to an end, Mother Sky fills a tub with falling stars and calls, "Bath time for Little 
Night!" Little Night answers from afar, "Can't come. I am hiding and you have to find me, Mama. Find me 
now!" Where could Little Night be? Down a rabbit hole? In a blueberry field? Among the stripes of bees? 
Exquisitely painted and as gentle as Little Night's dress crocheted from clouds, this is a story to treasure. 
 
Imani’s Moon by Janay Brown Wood 
Imani is a young Maasi girl with a loving mother and a desire to do something great. When she decides she 
wants to touch the moon, she works hard to reach her goal, even in the face of teasing from the naysayers 
around her. 
 
FAIRY TALES & FOLK TALES 
Tales Our Abuelitas Told by Alma Flor Ada 
Once upon a time, in a land far away... These stories have journeyed far -- over mountains, deserts, and oceans 
-- carried by wind, passed on to us by our ancestors. Now they have found their way to you.  
A sly fox, a bird of a thousand colors, a magical set of bagpipes, and an audacious young girl...A mixture of 
popular tales and literary lore, this anthology celebrates Hispanic culture and its many roots -- Indigenous, 
African, Arab, Hebrew, and Spanish.  



Page 8: RtER Book List 
 

 
Grandma and the Great Gourd by Chitra Banerjee Divrakuni 
Once upon a time, in a little village in India, there lived an old woman. Everyone in the village called her 
Grandma. One day, Grandma received a letter from her daughter, who lived on the other side of the jungle. 
"Please come and visit me," said the letter. "I haven't seen you in so long. I miss you."  
And so, Grandma begins a perilous journey to the far side of the jungle.  Can she use her keen wit to escape the 
jungle animals and make it safely home?  
 
Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas by Natasha Yim 
In this Chinese American retelling of "Goldilocks and the Three Bears," a careless Goldy Luck wreaks havoc on 
the home of a family of panda bears. She eats up the littlest panda’s rice porridge, breaks his rocking chair, and 
rumples all the blankets on his futon. When Goldy takes responsibility for her actions, she makes a new friend 
(and a whole plate of turnip cakes!) just in time for Chinese New Year. 
 
HOLIDAYS 
Big Red Lollipop by Rukhsana Khan 
Rubina has been invited to her first birthday party, and her mother, Ami, insists that she bring her little sister 
along. Rubina is mortified, but she can't convince Ami that you just don't bring your younger sister to your 
friend's party. So both girls go, and not only does Sana demand to win every game, but after the party she steals 
Rubina's prized party favor, a red lollipop. What's a fed-up big sister to do? 
 
Jingle Dancer by Cynthia Leitich Smith 
Tink, tink, tink, tink, sang cone-shaped jingles sewn to Grandma Wolfe's dress. 
Jenna's heart beats to the brum, brum, brum, brum of the powwow drum as she daydreams about the clinking 
song of her grandma's jingle dancing. 
Jenna loves the tradition of jingle dancing that has been shared by generations of women in her family, and she 
hopes to dance at the next powwow. But she has a problem—how will her dress sing if it has no jingles? 
 
HUMOR 
The Hula Hoopin’ Queen by Thelma Lynne Godin 
Kameeka is confident that today she will finally beat her rival, Jamara, and become the Hula-Hoopin Queen of 
139th Street. But then Mama reminds her that today is their neighbor Miz Adeline s birthday, and Kameeka has 
a ton of chores to do to get ready for the party they are hosting. Kameeka s disappointed to be stuck at home 
and can only think about the hoopin competition. Distracted, Kameeka accidentally ruins Miz Adeline s birthday 
cake, and has to confess to her that there won t be a cake for her special day. But then Miz Adeline s confesses 
something too: she s also got the itch the hula-hoopin itch! Her fingers start snappin . Her hips start swingin . 
Soon everyone s hips are swinging as the party spills out onto the street. The whole neighborhood s got the itch 
the hula-hoopin itch! 
 
Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same by Grace Lin 
In Ling & Ting, Lin crafts a charming tale about a pair of Chinese-American twins who insist that, despite their 
physical appearance, they are NOT alike. Ling can't use chopsticks, no matter how hard she tries. And Ting can't 
sit still—a characteristic that makes the twins more different than ever after a small mishap at the 
barbershop."Lin ... shows her versatility once again in an original book that tells its story clearly while leaving 
room for thought and discussion." —Booklist, starred review 
 
Chukfi Rabbit’s Big, Bad Bellyache by Greg Rodgers 
Deep in Choctaw Country, Chukfi Rabbit is always figuring out some way to avoid work at all costs. When Bear, 
Turtle, Fox, and Beaver agree on an everybody-work-together day to build Ms. Possum a new house, Chukfi 
Rabbit says he's too busy to help. Until he hears there will be a feast to eat after the work is done: cornbread 
biscuits, grape dumplings, tanchi labona (a delicious Choctaw corn stew), and best of all, fresh, homemade 
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butter! So while everyone else helps build the house, Chukfi helps himself to all that yummy butter! The furry 
fiend! But this greedy trickster will soon learn that being this lazy is hard work! A classic trickster tale in the 
Choctaw tradition. 
 
NON-FICTION 
A Splash of Red: the Life and Art of Horace Pippin  by Jennifer Fisher Bryant 
As a child in the late 1800s, Horace Pippin loved to draw: He loved the feel of the charcoal as it slid across the 
floor. He loved looking at something in the room and making it come alive again in front of him. He drew 
pictures for his sisters, his classmates, his co-workers. Even during W.W.I, Horace filled his notebooks with 
drawings from the trenches . . . until he was shot. Upon his return home, Horace couldn't lift his right arm, and 
couldn't make any art. Slowly, with lots of practice, he regained use of his arm, until once again, he was able to 
paint--and paint, and paint! Soon, people—including the famous painter N. C. Wyeth—started noticing Horace's 
art, and before long, his paintings were displayed in galleries and museums across the country. 
 
Me, Frida by Amy Novesky 
Like a tiny bird in a big city, Frida Kahlo feels lost and lonely when she arrives in San Francisco with her husband, 
the famous artist Diego Rivera. It is the first time she has left her home in Mexico. And Frida wants to be a 
painter too. 
But as Frida begins to explore San Francisco on her own, she discovers more than the beauty, diversity, and 
exuberance of America. She finds the inspiration she needs to become one of the most celebrated artists of all 
time. 
 
It Jes’ Happened: When Bill Taylor Started to Draw by Don Tate 
Growing up as an enslaved boy on an Alabama cotton farm, Bill Traylor worked all day in the hot fields. When 
slavery ended, Bill's family stayed on the farm as sharecroppers. There Bill grew to manhood, raised by his own 
family and cared for the land and his animals. By the time has was 81, Bill was alone on his farm. So he moved to 
the city and began drawing the people, place and creatures from his earlier life. Today Bill Traylor is considered 
one of the most important self-taught American folk artists and this picturebook tells his story. 
 
The Librarian of Basra by Jeanette Winters 
Alia Muhammad Baker is a librarian in Basra, Iraq. For fourteen years, her library has been a meeting place for 
those who love books. Until now. Now war has come, and Alia fears that the library--along with the thirty 
thousand books within it--will be destroyed forever. 
In a war-stricken country where civilians--especially women--have little power, this true story about a librarian's 
struggle to save her community's priceless collection of books reminds us all how, throughout the world, the 
love of literature and the respect for knowledge know no boundaries. 
 
SCIENCE & NATURE 
Gravity by Jason Chin 
What keeps objects from floating out of your hand? 
What if your feet drifted away from the ground? 
What stops everything from floating into space? 
Gravity. 
As in his previous books, Redwoods, Coral Reefs, and Island, Jason Chin has taken a complex subject and made it 
brilliantly accessible to young readers in this unusual, innovative, and very beautiful book. 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba 
When fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba's Malawi village was hit by a drought, everyone's crops began to 
fail. Without enough money for food, let alone school, William spent his days in the library . . . and figured out 
how to bring electricity to his village. Persevering against the odds, William built a functioning windmill out of 
junkyard scraps, and thus became the local hero who harnessed the wind.  
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Lyrically told and gloriously illustrated, this story will inspire many as it shows how - even in the worst of times - 
a great idea and a lot of hard work can still rock the world. 
 
Dear Benjamin Banneker by Andrea Davis Pinckey 
Throughout his life Banneker was troubled that all blacks were not free. And so, in 1791, he wrote to Secretary 
of State Thomas Jefferson, who had signed the Declaration of Independence. Banneker attacked the institution 
of slavery and dared to call Jefferson a hypocrite for owning slaves. Jefferson responded. This is the story of 
Benjamin Banneker--his science, his politics, his morals, and his extraordinary correspondence with Thomas 
Jefferson. 
 
WORDLESS 
Wave by Suzy Lee 
In this evocative wordless book, internationally acclaimed artist Suzy Lee tells the story of a little girl's day at the 
beach. 
 
Chalk by Bill Thomson 
Three children discover a magical bag of chalk on a rainy day 
 
OR TRY ONE OF THESE PICTURE BOOKS, RECOMMENDED BY WE NEED DIVERSE BOOKS TEAM 
Jacob’s New Dress by Sarah Hoffman 
Jacob loves playing dress-up, when he can be anything he wants to be. Some kids at school say he can't wear 
"girl" clothes, but Jacob wants to wear a dress to school. Can he convince his parents to let him wear what he 
wants? This heartwarming story speaks to the unique challenges faced by boys who don't identify with 
traditional gender roles. 
 
The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 
"The book is notable not only for its lovely artwork and tone, but also for its importance as a trailblazer. 
According to Horn Book magazine, The Snowy Day was "the very first full-color picture book to feature a small 
black hero"—yet another reason to add this classic to your shelves. It's as unique and special as a snowflake." 
 
The Magic Brush by Grace Lin 
Combining a heartwarming family story, a magical adventure, and a multilingual primer on Chinese language, 
The Magic Brush tells the story of Jasmine, a young girl who learns Chinese calligraphy from her Agong, or 
grandfather. As Jasmine learns how to paint the characters for dragon, fish, horse, friend, and more, she and 
Agong are magically transported to the wondrous world they are 
creating. But when Agong passes away, Jasmine must find a way for their special paintings to live on. Could her 
baby brother Tai-Tai be the key? The Magic Brush, beautifully rendered in 
traditional cut-paper, is perfect for young readers and their parents to share. 
 
Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson 
Each kindness makes the world a little better 
Chloe and her friends won't play with the new girl, Maya. Maya is different--she wears hand-me-downs and 
plays with old-fashioned toys. Every time Maya tries to join Chloe and her gang, they reject her. Eventually, 
Maya plays alone, and then stops coming to school altogether. When Chloe's teacher gives a lesson about how 
even small acts of kindness can change the world, Chloe is stung by the lost opportunity for friendship, and 
thinks about how much better it could have been if she'd shown a little kindness toward Maya. 
 
NOTE:  Book recommendations from www.weneeddiversebooks.org , descriptions from www.goodreads.com 
and www.indiebound.org. 
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